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SUBJECT: ARRIGO LEVI: KEEP AN OPEN MIND 

1. AMBASSADOR DEANE HINTON, EXECUTIVE OPPICER, AND TURIN 
VICE CONSUL MCKINLEY CALLED JULY 24 ON ARRIGO LEVI, EDITOR 
OP TURIN DAILY LA STAMPA AND COLUMNIST FOR NEWSWEEK. LEVI 
WAS AT LEAST MILDLY OPTIMISTIC ON ALL PRONTS, ESPECIALLY 
REGARDING PCI PROGRESS AWAY FROM TOTALITARIANISM. 

2. LEVI'S MOST INSISTENT POINT WAS THAT ITALIAN COMMUNISTS 
HAD UNDERGONE REAL CHANGES. THEIR TENDENCY AWAY PROM 
TOTALITARIANISM IS MORE THAN JUST POSE. SO IS THEIR PEAR OF 
SOVIET UNION. PCI AT SOME POINT IN TIME MADE PUNDAMENTAL 
CHOICE OP WEST OVER EAST. LOOK AT RECENT BERLINGUER SPEECH 
CALLING EUROPE ITALIAN COMMUNISTS' GUARANTEE AGAINST EAST. 
BERLINGUER SAID THAT NOT ONCE BUT SEVERAL TIMES, AND ON 
NATIONAL TELEVISION. IT'S SILLY TO THINK SUCH STATEMENTS 
DON'T MEAN ANYTHING. 

3. NOT THAT PCI HAS BECOME SOCIALDEMOCRATIC INSTITUTION, A 
CHARACTERIZATION COMMUNISTS THEMSELVES RESENT. PARTY'S 
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INTERNAL RULE STILL TOTALITARIAN. BUT IT'S CHANGING. LEVI’S 
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ADVICE TO US: KEEP AN OPEN MIND. AMERICANS SHOULD HELP 
PUSH PCI IN LIBERAL DIRECTION BY WORKING TO STRENGTHEN 
ITALY'S DEMOCRATIC PARTIES. 

4. LEVI WAS ASKED ABOUT CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT'S RECENT AL- 
LEGATIONS THAT SOME EUROPEAN COUNTRIES MADE AGREEMENT WITH 
US TO STOP AID TO ITALY IN EVENT OF PCI INCLUSION IN GOVERN- 
MENT. THAT DOESN'T BOTHER US MUCH, RESPONDED LEVI, BECAUSE 
WE KNOW IT'S SILLY. GOVERNMENT INCLUDING PCI WOULD APPLY TO 
WASHINGTON OR BRUSSELS FOR LOANS OR OTHER AID IN SAME OLD 
WAY AND WITH SAME POSITIVE RESULT. THE SCENARIO: SOME DC 
PRIME MINISTER, CRONY OF AMERICANS FOR YEARS, WOULD SHOW UP 
IN WASHINGTON WITH WELL-BEHAVED COMMUNIST MINISTER OF 
TREASURY AND TELL AMERICANS ITALY IS IN TROUBLE AND NEEDS 
HELP. ITALY WOULD GET ASSISTANCE SHE REQUESTED, NO MATTER 
WHAT KISSINGER HAPPENS TO BE SAYING AT MOMENT. 

5. COMMENTING ON INTERNAL ITALIAN POLITICS LEVI MAINTAINED 
DC RENEWAL HAS ALREADY BEGUN. HE POINTED TO DC BUSINESS- 
MEN AND OTHER NON-POLITICIANS IN PARLIAMENT AS A RESULT 
OF RECENT ELECTIONS AS WELL AS YOUNG FIRST-TIME DEPUTIES. 

THEY ARE BOUND TO MAKE SOME DIFFERENCE. NOT THAT DC 
RENEWAL PROCESS HAS GONE FAR. BUT IT HAS BEGUN. 

6. LEVI WAXED ENTHUSIASTIC OVER RECNE LA STAMPA SETTLEMENT 
WITH UNIONS WHICH CAME AETER LONGEST NEWSPAPER STRIKE IN 
ITALIAN HISTORY. HE SAW AGREEMENT AS SIGN THAT LABOR 
RECOGNIZED IT COULDN'T CONTINUE INDEFINITELY TO GET EVERY- 
HING IT WANTED AND EELT LA STAMPA CASE WAS REPRESENTATIVE 
OF GENERAL TURN FOR BETTER IN ITALIAN LABOR ATTITUDES. AS 
FOR ITALY'S IMAGE AS PLACE WHERE POISONED LABOR RELATIONS 
FLOURISH, LEVI THOUGHT THAT WAS OVERDRAWN ANYWAY. HE SAID 
INDUSTRIAL WORKERS, BEING MINORITY IN ITALY, ACTUALLY HAVE 
MORE IN COMMON WITH MANAGERS THAN WITH OTHER GROUPS IN 
SOCIETY AND THAT THIS CONVERGENCE OE INTERESTS MAKES FOR 
BETTER LABOR RELATIONS HERE THAN ITALY IS USUALLY GIVEN 
CREDIT EOR. 

7. ITALY'S POLITICAL EUTURE, SAID LEVI, IS DESTINED TO SEE 
INCREASING DOMESTIC POLARIZATION. EVEN THOUGH ITALY'S 
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GREATEST NEWSPAPERS SUPPORTED LAY PARTIES IN LAST MONTH'S 
ELECTIONS, TREND WAS NOT ARRESTED. HE ENVISIONED BOTH DC 
AND PCI ADVANCING EVEN FURTHER IN NEXT ELECTIONS IF PRESENT 
CONDITIONS REMAIN IN EEFECT. NOT THAT POSSIBILITY OF THIRD 
FORCE FOR ITALY WAS RULED OUT. THERE WAS SPACE THERE THAT 
AMOUNTED TO 15 TO 20 PER CENT OF VOTE. PROBLEM NOW IS TO 
FIND "ITALIAN WAY " TO THIRD FORCE. 
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8. ON ITALY'S COMMITMENT TO UNITED EUROPE, LEVI SAW IT AS 
STILL STRONG. HE FELT 1978 ELECTIONS FOR EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
WOULD BE POPULAR AMONG ITALIANS AND THAT ELECTIONS WOULD 
ATTRACT TOP FLIGHT CANDIDATES. PARSONS 
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